
1747Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Sept. 13

in the paper the next day. And I think it was
very important.

Our job during this time was to keep this
process going, not to let the deportation crisis
and the crisis occasioned by the raids in the
Bekaa Valley or anything else derail this. And
I was pleased with the agreement which
came out which was very like the original
principles the United States put on the table
and that it included the Gaza-Jericho resolu-
tion which we were very pleased by.

Q. Finally, Mr. President, there are prob-
ably five million Israelis watching us now and
five million Palestinians and who knows how
many other Arabs across the border, what-
ever you would like to tell them on this day.

The President. I would like to tell them
that this is a great day for the Israelis, for
the Palestinians, for the Middle East, but it
must be followed up. We must make good
the promises of this agreement. And the
United States has a terrific responsibility first
to make Israel feel secure in making peace;
second, to help the Palestinians to set up the
mechanisms of self-government and of
growth, of economic opportunity; and third,
to keep the overall peace process going. And
I intend to meet my responsibility. But in
the end, whether it succeeds depends upon
what is in the minds and the hearts of the
people who live in the area.

I believe with all my heart that the time
has come to change the relationships of the
Middle East and that the future is so much
brighter if we can abandon the polarization,
the hatred, not just the war but the constant
state of siege which prohibits and prevents
both the Israelis and the Arabs from having
anything resembling a normal life. I think the
Middle East can bloom again. It can be a
garden of the world if we can put aside these
hatreds. And I’m going to do what I can to
help.

NOTE: The interview began at 3:45 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.
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Thank you very much. I never thought I
would enter what may well be the first meet-
ing of its kind in the history of our country—
[applause]—that I would enter this meeting
hearing our erudite Vice President quote Lao
Tse. But today, I think we could solve all
our problems with China, too, and everything
else. All things are possible today.

I do want to acknowledge the presence,
also, of a person here who has done a lot
of wonderful work on this and the other for-
eign policy efforts we’ve made since I’ve
been President, my National Security Ad-
viser, Tony Lake.

I want to thank all of you for the work
that so many of you have done, many of you
for years and years and years, to help make
this day come. I know well that there were
a lot of people—I couldn’t help when I was
looking out at that crowd today, I thought
there were so many people I wish I had the
luxury of just standing up and mentioning,
because I knew of the things which have
been done to help this day come to pass. And
I thank you all.

I know that most of what needs to be said
specifically has already been said, so let me
just say this: I am convinced that the United
States must assume a very heavy role of re-
sponsibility to make this work, to implement
this agreement, and that means I must ask
you for two or three things, specifically. First
of all, this is a difficult time for our country
and with our own borders, and a lot of our
own people are very insecure in a profoundly
different way than the insecurities about
which we just talked today.

We simply cannot afford to sort of fold
up our tent and draw inward. We can’t afford
to do it in matters of trade, we can’t afford
to do it in matters of foreign policy, and we
certainly can’t afford to do it when we have
been given a millennial opportunity and re-
sponsibility in the Middle East. And so I ask
you, together and individually, to do what
you can to help influence the Members of
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Congress whom you know, without regard to
their party, to recommit themselves to the
engagement and leadership of the United
States in the Middle East.

I have been profoundly impressed by the
broad, and deep bipartisan support in the
Congress for this agreement. But everyone
must understand that this agreement now has
to be implemented. A lot of the complicated
details are left. And frankly, even beyond the
financial issues, the United States is perhaps
in the best position of any country just to
help with the mechanics of the election, with
the mechanics of the law enforcement issue,
with a whole series of complex, factual issues,
which have to be worked through. And if we
are leading, then we can send American who
are Jewish or Arab to go there to work with
this process. So the beginning is a sense that
there is still the work to be done and a com-
mitment to do it in the Congress.

Secondly, there is an enormous amount of
work that can be done by private citizens.
Many of you have been doing that and giving
of your time and money for a very long time.
Now, you’ll be given the chance to do it in
a different context, and I hope we will ex-
plore ways that this group can stay together,
work together, and define common projects,
because I think that that will help to shape
the attitudes of the people who live in the
region, what we do here as Americans to-
gether in specific terms as private citizens
as well as through Government channels.

And finally, let me say that if there’s one
lesson I learned in my own life in politics
here in America and one that I relearn every
time I leave the White House and go out
and talk to ordinary citizens in this very dif-
ficult time, it is that no public enterprise can
flourish unless there is trust and security. In-
deed, one of the reasons that I think the Vice
President’s work on the National Perform-
ance Review is so important—if I might just
veer off and then come back to this subject—
is that because our Government for so long
has had not only a budget deficit and an in-
vestment deficit but a general performance
deficit, there is this huge trust deficit in
America, which makes it difficult for us to
do what we ought to do. And when millions
and millions of our people are profoundly in-

secure, it is even more difficult for them to
restore their trust.

If that is true in America, how much more
difficult must it be in the Middle East when
the very issues of survival have been con-
fronting people for a very long time now?
On the other hand, unless the political lead-
ership which made this agreement winds up
stronger for doing it, we won’t be able to
succeed and move on to the next steps and
ultimately conclude this whole process in a
way that will really get the job done.

And so the last thing I want to ask you
to do is, again, individually and collectively,
to make as many personal contacts as you
can with people in the region to tell them
you support this, the United States is going
to stand for peace and security and progress,
and they should give their trust to this proc-
ess. It is clear to me now that the major
threat to our success going forward is not
necessarily all those who wish to wreck the
peace by continuing the killing of innocent
noncombatants but the thin veneer of hope
which might be pierced before it gets too
deep and strong to be broken.

So we, you and I, we have a big respon-
sibility to strengthen the support for the peo-
ple who did this among their constituents,
not to interfere in the internal affairs of Israel
or the PLO but simply to make it clear that
we are going to be there and that we believe
in it, and that we believe it will enhance secu-
rity and make trust more possible and make
all the parties ultimately over the long run
more reliable. I think this is a very big deal.
Any many of you in some ways are in a
unique position to manifest your belief in
that.

So those are the things we must do. We
have to have the support in the United States
for our Government to take the lead in im-
plementing the agreement. We have to have
you and people like you, more of you, willing
to undertake projects individually, as groups,
and perhaps jointly as citizens, private citi-
zens, that will reinforce what has been done.
And we must begin immediately to make it
absolutely clear that we support this decision
and the people who made it for making it
and that we will have more security for doing
it.
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If we can do those three things, then we
can honor what happened here today, and
we can validate the feelings we all had. And
instead of just being a magic moment in his-
tory, it will truly be a turning point. That’s
what I think it is.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:24 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring
Former Presidents
September 13, 1993

Ladies and gentlemen, may I have your
attention please. The microphone’s not on,
so I’ll just speak.

First, let me welcome you all to the White
House and thank you all for being part of
a great and promising day for the United
States and for the Middle East and for the
entire world.

I am so pleased that we could end this
magnificent day with a gathering of many of
the great American leaders who made this
day possible. I want to salute all my prede-
cessors who are here: President Ford, Presi-
dent Carter, President Bush, and especially
acknowledge the contributions of President
Carter at Camp David and President Bush
in starting the peace talks in Madrid, Presi-
dent Ford for his wise leadership during a
pivotal time in the history of the Middle East.
I want to thank the Secretaries of State who
worked tirelessly over many years for peace
in the Middle East: Henry Kissinger, George
Shultz, Cyrus Vance, James Baker, Larry
Eagleburger, and of course, my own Sec-
retary and good friend, Warren Christopher.
I thank the Congress for the essential role
that it plays in providing the guidance, the
resources, and the bipartisan support. The
Speaker is here and our majority leader, Dick
Gephardt, the Senate and House whips, Sen-
ators Ford and Simpson, Congressmen
Bonior and Gingrich. And I want to thank
all the rest of you who are here who have
made a contribution to the remarkable
events that are unfolding today.

In this room we represent both political
parties and, I think it’s fair to say, a fairly
wide array of views about public events. But

we do have this in common: We agree that
the United States must continue to exert its
leadership if there is to be hope in this world
of taking advantage of the end of the cold
war, great hunger of people all over the world
for democracy and freedom and peace and
prosperity.

In the days ahead I ask you all to be willing
to provide counsel to our administration and
bipartisan support to sustain the role that the
United States must pursue in the world. In
the face of difficulties and dangers and in
the pursuit of a better world, we must lead.

One of our efforts begins tomorrow when
all the Presidents and former Secretaries of
State who are here join me in the formal
kickoff of our efforts to secure passage of the
North American Free Trade Agreement. I
know that will require great effort and bipar-
tisanship, but I believe we will succeed be-
cause of the stakes for ourselves economically
and politically in this hemisphere.

Tonight, however, let us for the moment
rest on the laurels of the United States of
America and toast peace and progress and
the prosperity of the American people.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 p.m. in the
Blue Room at the White House.

Proclamation 6589—Commodore
John Barry Day, 1993
September 13, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During its War for Independence, our Na-
tion faced a great and proven sea power. The
young Continental Navy, which had been es-
tablished by the Continental Congress in Oc-
tober 1775, was only a fraction of the size
of the British fleet. Nevertheless, the small
American naval force not only achieved sev-
eral key victories during the War but also
established a tradition of courageous service
that continues to this day. On this occasion,
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